Bridging the gap: teaching ethics in midwifery practice.
Teaching is an integral part of all midwives' practice, wherever they work. Midwives face ethical issues of greater or lesser significance throughout their careers. In a multitude of different situations and cultures worldwide midwives confront, on a daily basis, the need to make or help others make critical decisions that will impact lives. Midwives need tools to address this reality constructively, consistently, and respectfully if they are to remain true to themselves. They need also to be able to transmit such skills to the students they teach and the women to whom they offer care. Translating ethical thought and reflection into action--bridging the theory-practice gap--is the perennial challenge. This article presents some of the tools available to professionals who take up the challenge of using ethical thinking to shape best practice in any setting.